SCUNTHOEPE, 

Lincolnshire, 

May  10th,  1916. 


Gentlemen, — 

The  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  defined  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  of  whom  it  requires  that  an  Annual  Eeport  should  be 
drawn  up  dealing  with  the  conditions  which  might  affect  or  threaten  the 
health  of  the  district. 

It  also  imposes  upon  him  the  duty  of  sending  a copy  to  the  County 
Council  and  Local  Government  Board  of  the  Annual  Eeport  or  for  so  much 
of  the  year  as  has  expired  since  his  appointment  and  that  a statement  of 
the  local  circumstances  as  well  as  a history  of  local  sanitary  questions  be 
recorded  for  future  references  by  the  former  bodies. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 

Eroding  ham  and  Brumby  Urban  District  is  a long  strip  of  land 
running  East  to  West. 

The  Western  half  of  which  is  bounded  by  the  Eiver  Trent.  The 
soil  here  is  alluvial  and  low,  lying  practically  at  sea  level.  On  the  elevated 
bank  of  the  river  are  a few  farm  cottages,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are 
comparatively  few. 

The  Eastern  half  of  the  district  is  demarcated  by  a bold  ridge  which 
runs  for  many  miles  parallel  with  the  river  about  2^  miles  from  its  bank. 
This  region  drains  towards  Santon  Beck,  which  forms  its  Eastern  Boundary. 
The  soil  here  is  very  porous,  consisting  of  a light  sand,  beneath  which  lies 
limestone  and  clay.  Here  are  found  the  villages.  Old  Brumby,  with  a 
population  largely  agricultural,  and  New  Brumby  and  Frodingham, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  are  chiefly  engaged  in  iron  mining  or  in  the  manu- 
facturing of  iron  and  steel,  which  is  our  chief  industry.  The  population  of 
the  two  latter  villages  is  dense,  that  of  the  former  is  few  and  the  houses 
are  far  apart. 

Owing  to  the  industrial  conditions  the  number  of  accidents  in  the 
district  is  large.  The  majority  of  the  female  population  have  no  industrial 
occupation. 

Poor  Law  Belief  is  not  much  utilised  except  by  aged  persons. 
There  is  a Cottage  Hospital  in  the  district,  the  only  cases  admitted  are 
those  of  accidental  injuries. 

The  Population  in  1901  was  2,273,  at  the  census  1911  it  was 
2,933,  whilst  at  the  middle  of  year  1915  the  estimated  population  was 
3,500,  or  an  average  of  5 persons  per  house. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Township  of  Frodingham  with  Brumby  is  supplied  from  a deep 
well  supply  at  A.ppleby,  about  3 miles  away,  from  whence  it  is  pumped  to 
a storage  reservoir  at  a considerable  elevation.  From  the  reservoir  the 
water  gravitates  throughout  the  inhabited  area  of  the  Council’s  District. 
The  new  bore  has  been  deepened  and  extended  during  the  year,  and  the 
yield  is  now  well  capable  of  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  Council’s  area. 
The  only  drawback  felt  is  the  amount  of  storage  capacity  of  the  reservoir, 
unless  ample  storage  is  provided  times  occur  when  an  abnormal  demand  is 
made  from  one  cause  or  another,  and  unless  a considerable  margin  of 
storage  is  provided  temporary  loss  of  pressure  may  occur.  In  all  public 
supplies  from  pumped  sources  through  a storage  reservoir  at  least  a 3 days’ 
average  daily  consumption  should  be  provided  to  meet  any  sudden  call  or 
in  ease  of  a fire. 

The  water  is  treated  with  hydrated  lime  before  pumping  into  the 
reservoir  and  a softening  plant  is  installed  at  the  pumping  station,  and  all 
water  is  softened  before  sending  into  reservoir. 

This  water  has  no  solvent  action  on  lead  ; it  is  supplied  moderately 
soft,  and  in  my  opinion,  supported  by  analysis,  it  is  a wholesome  water  for 
domestic  or  public  use. 

In  the  Trent  Valley  the  supply  is  from  soft  water  stored  in  cisterns. 
The  householders  usually  filtering  such  before  use.  The  houses  here  are 
very  isolated  and  do  not  number  more  than  18  in  all,  and  it  is  impossible 
by  reason  of  their  scattered  nature  and  their  position  and  distance  to  carry 
the  town’s  supply  for  their  use. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Western  area  is  drained  directly  by  the  Trent,  into  which  the 
trifling  amount  of  sewage  finds  its  way  by  ditches.  The  river  is  tidal. 
The  Santon  Beck  is  the  main  drain  of  the  Eastern  area,  but  no  sewage  is 
admitted  into  it  without  purification. 

House  Accommodation. 

I think  it  well  in  this  instance  to  say  a few  words  regarding  the 
housing  accommodation  at  Frodingham.  As  is  perfectly  obvious,  the 
health  of  a district  must  depend  in  no  small  measure  upon  the  size  and 
situation  and  general  character  of  the  tenements  which  the  people  inhabit. 
At  Frodingham  we  seem  to  be  particularly  unfortunate  in  this  regard  ; — The 
houses  are  cramped  and  diminutive  to  a degree.  These  same  houses  might 
be  barely  tolerable  as  regards  size  and  ventilation,  etc.,  were  they  situated 
in  the  open  country  similar  to  the  cottages  of  farm  labourers  . . . Even 
this  statement,  however,  is  open  to  grave  dispute.  One  thing  at  least  is 
certain,  as  the  houses  now  stand  bunched  and  crowded  together  their 
hygienic  condition  is  simply  fatal  to  the  continued  health  of  the  locality. 
For  a man  and  wife  with  several  children  (and  perchance  a lodger  thrown 
in)  to  eat  and  live,  and  sleep  in  one  of  these  badly  planned  and  cooped-up 
houses  is  at  once  a criminal  blunder  and  an  invitation  to  immorality. — A 
disease  of  mind  as  well  as  a disease  of  body. 
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We  would  suggest  that  these  same  houses,  (viz.  those  in  Redbourne 
Street,  Winn  Street,  etc.,  etc.,)  be  let  only  to  families  of  two  small  children, 
or  one  grown-up  child,  in  addition  to  the  parents. — No  lodger  should  he 
allowed  where  there  are  children  in  the  house,  this  latter  rule  should  be 
laid  down  on  hygienic  grounds  alone. 

Furthermore,  those  responsible  for  the  housing  of  these  working 
folk  should  look  to  it  that  a block  (or  row)  of  6 roomed  Tenements  are 
erected  as  soon  as  possible  on  the  spare  ground  adjoining  the  present  con- 
gested area.  Such  houses  would  be  suitable  for  larger  families  and  board- 
ing houses  for  one  or  more  lodgers.  Houses  of  this  class  can  be  erected 
(even  in  war  time)  at  £200  each — apart  from  the  cost  of  site.  To  let  them 
at  5/-  per  week  therefore,  would  give  an  ample  return  on  the  invested 
capital,  and  moreover,  would  be  a God-send  to  the  locality  in  the  interest 
of  both  body  and  mind  of  each  forthcoming  generation.  We  have  spoken 
emphatically  on  this  matter,  as  we  deem  it  most  fundamental  to  all 
questions  of  health.  ...  We  consider,  finally,  that  the  present  state  of 
things  is  deplorable. 

In  Old  Brumby,  New  Frodingham  and  New  Brumby  the  housing 
accommodation  is  good.  Old  Frodingham  and  the  Trent  side  are  of  poor 
design,  but  satisfactory  as  regards  distribution  and  repairs. 

Old  Brumby  and  the  Trent  side  are  agricultural  villages,  population 
small,  with  the  houses  far  apart,  the  general  surroundings  of  which  are  all 
that  can  be  desired.  New  Brumby,  New  Frodingham  and  Old  Frodingham 
consist  of  streets  of  houses  parallel  to  each  other  with  a sulBBcient  air  space 
at  front  and  back,  and  their  condition  as  regards  sanitation  and  repair  is 
one  for  comment. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  new  system  of  Sewers  and  Purifiers  has  been  in  operation  for 
nearly  five  years.  The  sewage  from  all  the  houses  in  the  eastern  half  of 
the  District,  with  exceptions  to  which  I shall  refer,  is  conducted  through 
underground  pipes,  partly  by  pumping  and  partly  by  gravity,  to  a 
purifying  station  a mile  to  the  east  of  Old  Brumby.  Here  a screening 
process  takes  place  to  remove  floating  solids,  and  passes  slowly  across  a 
settling  tank.  The  passage  occupies  twenty-four  hours.  From  the  further 
side  of  the  tank  the  most  superficial  layer  of  the  fluid,  when  it  reaches  a 
certain  level,  is  syphoned  off,  and  distributed  by  means  of  sprinklers  on 
three  clinker  beds,  which  are  six  feet  deep  and  aerated  from  below.  The 
effluent,  which  appears  free  from  suspended  matter,  enters  a drain  from 
which  it  escapes  by  a number  of  cuttings  into  a meadow.  At  the  far  side 
of  the  meadow  it  finds  its  way  into  a tributary  of  the  Santon  Beck.  The 
average  flow  of  sewage  is  20,000  gallons,  and  the  capacity  of  the  works  is 
70,000  gallons  per  day.  The  old  disconnected  sewers  now  act  the  part  of 
cesspools,  carrying  away  storm  water. 

At  Old  Brumby  a number  of  semi-detached  villas  cannot  be  connected 
to  the  Council’s  sewers,  and  these  are  for  the  present  drained  into  cesspools. 
These  cesspools  are  emptied  by  the  Council’s  men.  The  very  existance  of 
such  cesspools  is  a serious  menace  to  the  health  of  the  district,  and  should 
not  be  permitted.  The  Council  have  prepared  a scheme  for  efficiently 
draining  these  houses,  and  the  scheme  has  met  with  the  approval  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  but  the  war  has  held  up  the  loan.  However  well 
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the  Council  may  attend  to  these  places  they  cannot  remove  the  nuisance  or 
the  danger.  Certain  cesspools  have  been  noted  that  were  emptied  on  the 
morning  of  one  day,  to  be  flooded  by  the  next  by  reason  of  washing  days 
and  the  free  use  of  baths.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  interests  of  the 
health  of  the  district  this  condition  of  affairs  will  soon  be  altered. 

• 

The  sewage  from  the  west  side  is  conducted  into  drains  which  lead 
and  discharge  themselves  into  the  Trent  (river).  This  part  of  the  district 
is  very  thinly  populated,  where  there  appears  to  be  very  little  fear  of  any 
nuisance  arising. 

There  are  water  closets  in  about  70  houses,  but  the  majority  have 
box  closets.  It  is  compulsory  in  all  new  buildings  in  the  district  to  have 
water  closets.  The  box  closet  is  one  that  should  not  be  entertained  in  any 
Urban  District,  for  at  the  best  it  is  a most  unclean  and  primitive  form  of 
hygene. 

House  refuse  is  accumulated  in  dustbins  with  lids,  with  which  they 
are  provided,  and  emptied  weekly  by  scavengers.  This  system,  however, 
is  far  from  universal,  and  the  matter  of  the  universal  adoption  of  this  system 
has  been  reported  to  your  Council  in  a special  report  by  myself  and  the 
Inspector.  The  Council  have  now  drawn  up  special  posters  drawing  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  all  houses  must  be  provided  with  suitable  moveable 
receptacles  of  such  a material,  size,  and  nature,  and  provided  with  cover 
and  handles.  This  will  go  a long  way  to  remove  the  breeding  places  of 
flies,  besides  obviating  the  untidy  nuisance  of  heaps  of  ashes  and  decom- 
posing vegetable  matter  so  often  found  in  back  yards  and  courts,  or  on 
garden  ground  near  to  the  dwelling  houses. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  etc. 

There  are  eight  cowsheds  in  the  district  and  lOO  cows  are  milked. 
A large  part  of  this  milk  is  sold  in  neighbouring  districts.  All  the  cow- 
sheds have  been  inspected  four  times  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  twice 
by  me.  These  we  found  very  satisfactory  as  regards  cleanliness,  ven- 
tilation, air  space,  and  drainage.  In  one  or  two  cases  we  had  reason  to 
complain  of  the  floors,  but  since  my  inspection  these  have  been  repaired. 

There  are  no  milkshops  in  the  district  registered.  From  the 
registered  dairies  the  milk  is  either  conveyed  directly  to  consumers  or 
handed  to  milk  dealers.  The  larger  farms  have  modern  and  hygienic 
cowsheds  and  facilities  for  the  rapid  disposal  of  milk. 

I have  given  instructions  on  the  grooming  of  the  cows  and  the 
keeping  of  the  udders  clean. 

Other  Foods. 

There  are  no  bakehouses  or  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

Workshops,  Workplaces,  etc. 

There  are  no  workshops  in  the  district.  The  only  factories  are  the 
Frodingham  Iron  and  Steel  Works,  Redbourn  and  North  Lincoln  Iron 
Works,  all  in  which  suitable  sanitary  accommodation  is  provided. 

Common  Lodging  House. 

There  is  one  lodging  house  in  the  district,  which  accommodates 
thirty  men. 
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This  place  has  received  regular  inspection  and  any  suggestion  made 
by  the  Council’s  Official  has  met  with  a ready  acquiescence.  It  is  anticipated 
that  this  place  will  be  shortly  closed,  the  proprietor  having  just  completed 
a large  Model  Lodging  House  in  the  adjoining  District. 

Disposal  of  Excrement  and  House  Refuse. 

The  excrement  is  disposed  of  on  the  conservancy  system.  The 
houses  are  provided  with  box  closets,  and  the  contents  of  these  are  removed 
weekly  by  scavengers.  There  are  water  closets  in  70  houses,  but  the  vast 
majority  of  the  houses  have  box  closets.  Water  closets  are  compulsory 
in  all  the  new  buildings. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  Township  a new  building  estate  was  laid  out 
some  years  ago.  This  is  now  partially  built  up.  The  roads  and  back  roads 
at  the  rear  of  the  houses  have  not  yet  been  made  up  under  the  Private 
Street  Works  Act  and  handed  over  to  the  Council  for  maintenance  and 
cleansing.  It  is  no  one’s  duty  apparently  to  scavenge,  cleanse,  or  repair 
these  streets,  and  ashes,  vegetable,  and  other  matter  is  allowed  to  remain 
in  these  roads,  further,  the  roads  as  they  become  worn  are  not  repaired,  and 
water  stands  in  pools  after  every  rain.  Numerous  complaints  have  been  made, 
and  these  streets  should  certainly  be  taken  up  under  the  Private  Street 
Works  Act,  cleansed,  made,  and  proper  footways  made,  and  declared  roads 
to  be  repairable  by  the  Council,  and  by  them  kept  in  a sound  and  sanitary 
condition. 

Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

Of  notifiable  diseases  there  have  been  24  diphtheria,  29  scarlet  fever, 
2 tubercular.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  infectious  diseases — 
diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  or  typhoid — and  why  our  district  and  the  neigh- 
bouring ones  concerned  are  exceptional  in  this  matter  is  much  to  be 
regretted,  in  as  much  as  recovery  of  infected  cases  is  so  endangered  by  that 
poverty  of  accommodation  which  is  common  to  the  greater  part  of  our 
district,  and  equally  so  to  that  of  our  neighbours.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
valuable  time  is  in  a great  measure  wasted,  and  expense  incurred  fruitlessly 
in  trying  to  check  the  spread  of  disease,  and  our  hopelessly  ineffective 
methods  will  continue  to  be  so  until  our  various  Councils  take  an  united 
action  in  the  establishing  of  an  Institute  for  such  cases,  or  some  radical 
change  be  brought  about  in  our  methods  for  accommodating  the  working 
class. 

During  the  later  months  of  the  year  your  district  has  suffered  from 
an  endemic  outbreak  of  diphtheria.  As  this  matter  has  been  fully  dealt 
with  in  Special  Reports  to  your  Council  as  also  in  a Special  Report  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  I do  not  purpose  here  to  enlarge  upon  it  and 
repeat  the  subject  matter  of  such  reports.  Sufficient  to  state  that  such 
reports  clearly  indicate  that  the  disease  was  without  doubt  imposted  and 
not  started  in  your  area.  Many  of  the  earlier  cases  were  of  a pseudo 
membraneous  nature,  as  also  were  a number  of  the  later  cases.  The  total 
number  of  cases  reported  to  December  31st,  1915,  was  24,  of  which  2 only 
proved  fatal.  The  Council  provides  medical  practitioners  with  antitoxin 
serum  free  for  use  in  cases  in  their  district.  The  public  in  this  district 
enjoys  the  advantage  of  gratuitous  bacteriological  diagnosis  of  di{>htheria. 
typhoid,  and  phthisis  by  the  County  Medical  Officer.  In  cases  of  diphtheria, 
the  patient  is  not  readmitted  to  school  until  bacteriological  evidence  of  his 
freedom  from  infection  is  produced.  You  have  arranged  to  pay  the 
practitioner  in  attendance  for  the  visits  necessary  to  procure  swabs  for  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  convalescents. 
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With  regard  to  measures  taken  to  check  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases,  there  being  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  district,  patients  are 
separated  from  other  members  of  the  family  within  their  own  house,  the 
highest  room  being  selected.  Disinfectants  are  supplied  and  instructions 
given  for  their  use.  Children  from  infected  houses  are  ordered  to  cease 
school  attendance.  When  the  patient  recovers  the  house  is  thoroughly 
disinfected. 


Tuberculosis. 

One  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  of  another  class  have 
been  notified. 

There  is  no  Sanatorium  or  Hospital  for  cases  of  consumption  at  any 
stage,  and  this  requires  your  most  careful  consideration. 

Now  tuberculosis  being  compulsory  notifiable,  some  hope  of  gradually 
reducing  its  incidence  may  be  entertained. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  County  Council  has  taken  the  matter 
seriously,  as  we  see  by  their  establishment  of  a Tubercular  Dispensary  in 
the  district,  where  all  such  cases  can  receive  strict  instructions  on  their 
methods  of  living,  on  the  dangers  of  infection,  and  gratuitous  treatment. 

This  dispensary  is  open  to  the  public  twice  weekly,  and  all  cases  of 
tuberculosis  are  invited  to  attend.  I am  glad  to  say  that  the  attendances 
at  the  dispensary  are  very  good,  and  points  out  the  appreciation  which 
patients  of  this  sort  have  for  places  of  its  kind. 

With  regard  to  measures  taken  to  check  the  spread  of  disease,  on 
being  notified  that  any  individual  suffers  from  this  malady,  I immediately 
visit  the  patient  and  give  the  necessary  instructions  as  to  isolation,  and 
point  out  the  risk  in  pulmonary  cases  of  infection,  and  the  precautions 
necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  disposal  of  expectoration. 

I immediately  forward  the  notification  to  the  County  M.O.H.,  who 
in  turn  instructs  his  Assistant  Medical  Officer  to  visit  the  patient  and  take 
under  his  care  those  cases  which  are  favourable  for  treatment. 

All  cases  are  visited  by  the  Council’s  Medical  Officer  at  their  homes 
at  least  once  a week. 

The  greatest  care  possible  is  taken  under  our  prevailing  conditions 
to  cope  with  the  disease. 


Schools. 

The  public  Elementary  Schools  in  Frodingham  is  a commodious 
building,  surrounded  on  all  four  sides  by  open  country. 

The  Town’s  Water  Supply  is  installed.  Box  privies  are  in  use. 
In  my  report  for  the  year  1914  I drew  attention  to  this  evil,  and  my 
predecessor  also  pointed  out  the  dangers  arising  therefrom,  and  the  urgent 
need  for  substituting  water  carriage  for  them.  This  matter  has  been 
brought  very  prominently  to  your  notice  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
following  the  epidemic,  of  diphtheria. 

A special  report  was  drawn  up  by  myself  and  the  Council’s  Surveyor 
upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  premises,  copies  of  which  were 
furnished  to  the  School  Managers,  the  Council,  the  County  Council,  and 
the  Local  Government  Board. 
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The  continuance  of  this  primitive  method  when  every  facility  is 
given  for  water  carriage  is  to  be  deplored,  and  I particularly  desire  to 
again  state  that  when  water  carriage  can  be  adopted,  in  no  school  should 
pan  closets  be  tolerated,  more  particularly  in  Girls’  schools  where  these 
receptacles  become  quite  full  of  liquid  which  slops  all  over  the  place. 

Your  Council  is  now  taking  steps  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  I trust 
that  it  will  be  pushed  forward  rapidly. 

In  the  previously  mentioned  report,  alterations  to  the  Boys’  urinal, 
defective  drainage  and  other  matters  were  noted,  and  these  have  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  responsible  parties  with  a view  to  the  abolishing 
of  the  grounds  of  complaint.  Children  suffering  from  infectious  disease 
are  excluded  from  the  school,  as  are  children  from  infected  homes.  I visit 
all  cases  notified. 

At  Gunness  there  is  a small  Elementary  School  near  the  banks  of 
the  Trent.  It  is  supplied  by  soft  water  stored  in  cisterns.  Box  closets 
are  provided. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  is  conducted  by  Dr. 
R.  A.  Glegg,  the  County  M.O.H. 

Sanitary  Inspection. 

I have  made  a systematic  inspection  of  the  district  in  addition 
to  occasional  inspections. 

The  Inspector  having  resigned,  October  1 st,  it  is  difficult  to  prepare 
a tabulated  statement  of  work  done  in  his  department,  but  the  books 


shew  : — 

All  Inspectioms  made. 

Number  inspected  on  complaint  ...  15 

Number  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  ...  31 

Number  under  periodical  inspection,  all  classes  ....  3208 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  ....  3208 

Dwelling-Houses. 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  ....  ..  none 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  ....  ....  none 

Number  of  New  Houses  built  during  the  year  ...  8 

House  in  a condition  giving  rise  to  nuisance  ...  1 

Common  Lodging-Houses. 

Number  registed  under  by-laws  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  inspections  made  ....  ...  12 

Number  of  contraventions  of  by-laws  ....  ....  none 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ...  ..  none 

Cowsheds. 

Number  on  register  ...  ....  ..  8 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ....  40 

Frequency  of  inspections  ....  ..  every  3 months 

Number  of  Milch  Cows  ....  ...  about  100 

Water  Supply. 

Public  Supply  ....  ....  ....  688  houses 

Wells  ....  ....  ....  23  houses 


Insufficiency  ....  ....  Trent  Side  in  dry  weather 
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Closets. 

Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  district 

Number  of  houses  with  water  closets  in  district 

Drains. 

Drains  examined,  tested,  exposed,  etc 

Drains  reconstructed 

Disinfection. 

Rooms  disinfected  after  ordinary  infectious  disease  .... 

Rooms  disinfected  after  tuberculosis 

House  Refuse. 

Refuse  removal  ...  ...  emptied  by  Council  weekly 

Method  of  final  disposal  ....  ....  on  a Farm 

The  existing  arrangements  for  refuse  removal  are  satisfactory. 

The  provision  of  covered  receptacles  to  every  house  should 
be  imperative. 

Nuisances  Reported. 

Total  number  of  nuisances  reported  during. the  year  51 

All  were  dealt  with  by  Inspector  or  by  Council’s  Order. 

Mr.  Cobban,  the  newly  appointed  Surveyor  and  Inspector,  took 
over  the  duties  of  his  office  on  Oct.  1st,  1915,  and  his  long  experience  of 
municipal  administration  in  North  Lincolnshire  will  be  of  special  service 
to  the  Council,  and  I look  to  the  year  1916  for  much  good  work  in  the 
Council’s  area,  and  a complete  and  tabulated  set  of  returns  to  present  in 
my  next  Annual  Report.  Without  complete  records  carefully  written  up 
it  is  difficult  to  prepare  the  Annual  Report  with  accuracy  that  should  be 
observed,  and  without  them  unnecessary  delay  is  caused  in  issuing  such 
Report. 

Health  Visitor. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1915.  The  Health  Visitor  is  a fully 
trained  nurse,  and  certified  midwife.  She  is  a part  time  servant.  Her 
duties  are  entirely  in  relation  to  infants.  She  keeps  a register  of  births 
notified,  and  her  work  is  as  follows : As  soon  as  the  period  of  lying-in  is 
concluded,  or  earlier  if  the  birth  is  notified  by  a midwife,  she  visits  the 
mother,  and  inspects  the  child.  In  all  cases  she  uses  her  influence  in 
favour  of  breast  feeding  rather  than  have  any  form  of  artificial  feeding. 
If  premature  weaning  is  necessary,  she  advises  that  medical  advice  be 
obtained,  and  supervises  the  execution  of  it.  She  discountenances  all 
cereal  foods.  She  also  advises  the  mother  on  the  general  management  of 
the  child,  particularly  its  clothing,  bathing,  exercise  and  ventilation.  She 
registers  any  illness  that  occurs.  In  all  cases  her  visits  are  continued  for 
a year,  and,  if  the  child  is  delicate,  for  as  long  a period  as  may  be 
necessary.  Her  function  is  purely  advisory,  and  she  has  injunctions  to 
discontinue  it  if  it  is  resented,  or  in  any  way  unwelcome.  Her  register 
commences  with  a note  of  the  child’s  condition  and  weight  at  birth,  and 
the  date  of  each  visit  that  is  paid.  Healthy  children  are  seen  once  a 
month.  If  a baby  does  not  thrive  it  is  visited  more  frequently.  The 
subsequent  notes  include  the  mode  of  feeding  at  first,  with  any  alterations 
in  it,  and  any  diseases  that  have  occurred,  and  the  results  of  them. 
Finally  the  baby’s  condition  at  a year  of  age  is  recorded. 
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I have  advised  the  appointment  of  a whole  time  nurse,  and  that  the 
management  be  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Lindsey  Nursing 
Association,  when  I feel  confident  the  work  done  would  be  much  more 
gratifying  had  we  adopted  the  scheme  as  suggested  by  the  said 
Association. 


Notification  of  Births  Act,  1915. 

Under  the  Compulsory  Notification  of  the  Births  Act,  I found  it 
necessary  that  bills  should  be  posted  at  the  various  street  corners  with 
instructions  to  parents  as  to  their  obligation  in  complying  with  the 
regulation  enforced.  However  I must  admit  that  the  response  to  same  has 
been  anything  but  up  to  my  expectation.  Now  I feel  unless  some  drastic 
steps  be  taken  to  compel  such  people  to  respond  to  this  measure,  no  good 
result  can  be  expected  from  such  compulsory  measure. 

I have  asked  the  Council  to  request  the  Registrar  of  Births  to 
furnish  me  weekly  or  monthly  with  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
registered  births,  when  it  will  be  possible  for  me  to  deal  with  the 
defaulters. 

Means  for  Preventing  Mortality  in  Childbirth  and 

Infancy. 

The  Authority  under  the  Midwives  Act  is  the  County  Council. 

102  children  have  been  born  in  the  district,  and  8 under  one  year 
of  age  have  died,  making  an  infant  mortality  of  78  43  per  1000  births. 
During  the  last  12  years  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  sanitary 
administration  has  been  to  avert  infantile  disease  and  particularly  Autumn 
diarrhoea.  Success  can  only  be  accomplished  when  the  hygienic  conditions 
to  which  I have  called  your  attention  are  improved,  and  which  undoubtedly 
are  the  cause  of  many  deaths. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year  was  as  estimated,  5 for 
each  inhabited  house,  at  3500.  There  were  100  children  born  in  the 
district,  and  2 born  out  of  it,  making  a total  of  102,  and  a birth  rate 
of  32  29. 

The  deaths  numbered  49,  a gross  death  rate  of  14.  Five  of 
these  were  deaths  of  non-residents,  but  six  from  this  district  died  in 
other  districts,  so  that  the  net  number  of  deaths  was  50,  and  the  true 
death  rate  14'28.  The  infantile  death  rate  was  , very  much  below 

the  average  of  recent  years. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  CLARKE. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE  Brumby  & Frodingham 


Urban  District  Council. 
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TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1915  and  previous  Years. 


Year 

1 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  Year 

2 

Births 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in  the 
District 

Transferable 

Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 

THE  District 

Un- 

corrected 

Number 

3 

Nett 

of  Non- 
residents 
registered 
in  the 
District 

8 

of  Resi- 
dents not 
registered 
in  the 
District 

9 

Under  1 Year  of  Age 

At  al 

ages 

Number 

4 

Rate 

5 

Number 

6 

Rate 

7 

Number 

10 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

11 

Number 

12 

Rate 

13 

1910 

2851 

97 

97 

33  9 

33 

11  5 

4 

— 

11 

113-0 

29 

10-1 

1911 

2951 

96 

96 

32-5 

41 

13-8 

6 

2 

13 

135  4 

37 

12-5 

1912 

3028 

89 

90 

29  72 

48 

1585 

5 

6 

12 

133-33 

48 

16  14 

1913 

3088 

92 

93 

30  11 

44 

14-24 

9 

4 

12 

129-03 

39 

16-62 

1914 

3159 

126 

128 

40-51 

45 

14-24 

6 

3 

6 

46-87 

42 

13-29 

1915 

3500 

100 

102 

-32-29 

49 

14 

5 

6 

8 

78-43 

50 

14-28 

■‘'This  birth  rate  is  calculated  on  the  estimated  lMp^dation  for  1914. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  1 

(land  and  inland  V 4043 
water).  ) 


Total  population  at  all  ages 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 


) At  Census, 
584  i Wll 


^jmam  % ■ 


■-V 

C-, 


» %• 
i 


m 


t:  - 'i  < A 

•ai''  ■ 

-.yr^Tr'  i 


' .v;fe*it«L 

'-;.,  ■>.. 


r* » 


;tloi/$l<|  5^1^  ^nriuij  V^Hr^iQ  > 


Ir, 


■wtrtf  1 , i--'  y__. 


W V-'  ■! 


S3 


•J  ^ 1;  ' •>?  - 


^ - j>  '.-*.■ 

.._  . I, 

J-  .’'  *!  ■ ■ ■ > 

■'V  *■ '•  J^’.TJJ^. 


aajs  - .,  •'»j*'ii'\<  » I 

>.-*3fl  - JA  -SL 


-r‘--  ■- 


, ,.  -.V  .---  .'.' tl'TIK'''''  . -^Li^'^jlUKl-  "v 

;’,v  » ■ ^ .i  I'- » (■  ,vi  • -i*^ 

•-  . . . 

ji  • ’ I-'  *'^‘nw*<,Vc-.“-’ ‘ ■ ; '■  ‘ 

Ar  . ....  --t/l.^  iii 


■BHP  '♦  ;.*' 

■j*  tr  *^. 

^ 'W 


"1^ 


TABLE  II. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1915. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED 

TOTAL 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 

At  all 

At  Ages — Years 

CASES 

REMOVED 

TO 

Ages 

Under 

1 

1 to  5 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  45 

45  to  65 

65  and 
upwards 

HOSPITAL 

Small-Pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  croup) 

24 

— 

2 

20 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

-■ 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

29 

— 

6 

20 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kelapsing  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Continued  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

56 

— 

8 

40 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1915. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ” whether 
occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
“Residents  ” 
or  “ Non- 
Residents”  in 
Institutions  in 
the  District 

11 

Causes  op  Death 

1 

All 

Ages 

2 

Under 

1 year 

3 

1 and 
under 

2 years 

4 

2 and 
under 

5 years 

5 

5 and 
under 
15  years 

6 

15  and 
under 
25  years 

7 

25  and 
under 
45  years 

8 

45  and 
under 
65  years 

9 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

10 

^ Certified  ... 

All  causes  < 

1 Uncertified 

50 

8 

2 

4 

5 

4 

5 

9 

13 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  and  Croup... 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

Rheumatic  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

6 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
organs 

1 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

4 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Alcoholism 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Nephritis  & Bright’s  Disease  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 
tion, including  Premature  Birth 

4 

3 

1 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

14 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

. 1 

3 

8 

1 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown  .. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

50 

8 

2 

4 

5 

4 

5 

9 

13 

7 

Sub-Entries.  Included  in  above 
figures. 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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TABLE  IV. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1915.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

4 weeks  & under 

3 mouths 

3 months  & under 

6 months 

6 months  & under 

9 months 

9 months  & under 

12  months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1 year 

f Certified 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

8 

All  causes  < 

( Uncertified 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

, Small-pox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

/ 

— 

— 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

/ 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Whooping-Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^ Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas  ... 

A Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

J Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis  {not  Tuberculotis)  ... 

— 

Convulsions 

• 

Laryngitis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

» Diarrhoea  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Suffocation,  overlying 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis  ... 

f Congenital  Malformations 

Premature  Birth 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

(^Atrophy,  Debility  & Marasmus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

8 

J legitimate  92  ( legitimate  infants  8 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  ^ 

illegitimate  10  ( illegitimate  infants  — 
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